God’s Way in Association
The Importance of Association
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: . . .

Because strait is the gait, and narrow is the way,

which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”

Matthew 7:13, 14.


Children and youth, what is the most important thing you want to accomplish in life?  What is your goal?  It is my goal in life to live like Jesus and share this experience with others that He may come to take us, the unworthy recipients of such an Infinite Sacrifice, to the glorious heavenly home He has prepared for us so we can forever be with our Friend and Saviour.  Is not this what we all desire?


Our  lives are largely made up of association with other members of the human family.  Those we associate with are the first of three deciding factors in our eternal destiny.  So if I would reach the goal I have chosen in life, there is a special way in association in which I must walk.  

You will see this way illustrated on the cover of this booklet.  The lily on the lake at the foot of the mountain strikes its roots down deep beneath the surface of rubbish and slime and draws those properties that will aid its development, and bring to light its spotless beauty.  It refuses all that would tarnish and mar its spotless purity.  So we may, like the lily, sink our roots deep into the Word of God by spending much time with Him every morning that we may have strength of purpose to shun the society of those who are without earnest desire for attainment of a high standard of character, and choose association with those who will be true to principle and who will aid us in the development of a pure and noble character.

It is our choice. Will we choose the downward road or the upward path?  If we choose wrong associates, they will lead us on the downward road which ends in pain and sorrow.  But if we choose the upward path, it may be rough and the ascent steep, for the denial of self is not our natural inclination; there may be pitfalls upon the right  and upon the left; we may have to endure toil in our journey; when discouraged, we must still hope; and when lonely, we must trust Jesus as our never failing Friend.

In this way our associates may be few, but hey will be of the highest caliber, those who are toiling upward with unfaltering steps.  The influence of this kind of associates will encourage us to persevere in the narrow way.  We, too, have a responsibility to seek to uplift those who are attempting to follow in the upward way.  As I endeavor to follow God’s way in association, I am very thankful for the guidance of my parents.  They have sought to guard and shield me as God has instructed; to always be present, overseeing my associations; and to be a right example.  Although there have been times when I have felt that I had but few friends, the Lord has made my eyes open to see what a privilege it is to have the continual  companionship of my parents as my best earthly associates.  Most of all, with Christ as our constant guide on Heaven’s path, we shall not fail of reaching the mountaintop which is our goal, “the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:14.  Will we choose to climb the narrow, upward path of spiritual life which leads to the paradise of God?  Remember, “Christ Himself has trodden the rough way before us and has smoothed the path for our feet.”  Thoughts form the Mount of Blessing, page 140.

As we look at the childhood and youth of the life of Christ, how did He smooth the path for our feet in association?   “When Christ was a child like these children here, He was tempted to sin, but He did not yield to temptation.  As He grew older, He was tempted, but the songs His mother had taught Him to sing came into His mind, and He would lift His voice in praise.  And before His companions were aware of it, they would be singing with Him.”  Evangelism, page 498.  By giving us a right example in association, Christ as smoothed the rocky path for our feet.

Jesus was always a good influence on the characters of His companions.  But if the influence of our associates does not aid us in the development of pure and noble characters, it is naturally tending to make our feet turn into the path that descends into the shadows of unending night.  Could it be, that this is the reason why the importance of association is impossible to overestimate?

Could it be that our associates influence our character, either for good or for evil?  Let us find the answers for these questions in Messages to Young People, page 404.  It says, “God’s Word places great stress upon the influence of association, even on men and women.  How much greater is its power in the developing mind and character of children and youth!  The company they keep, the principles they adopt, the habits they form, will decide the question of their usefulness here, and of their future destiny.”

In nature God has provided a beautiful illustration of the importance of association.  Since we are best represented as sheep, it is something which I have observed about our sheep.  One day as I was walking out to our barn to do chores, I noticed that all the ewes were peacefully grazing while a small group of lambs played tag around and around the back of the pasture.  Other lambs kept joining this little group until it became quite a little flock.  As I finished putting out hay and oats in the barn, Peonie, a ewe I had raised by bottle, noticed me and started toward the barn.  Soon all the sheep were coming without delay.  What power there is in influence!  What one sheep does, all the other sheep do, too!  Is it not that way with us?  We are like sheep, easily influenced by what others do.  How important it is, then, that we choose associates that will have a positive influence upon is and that we have a positive influence upon them!

“Great care should be taken by Christian youth in the formation of friendships and in the choice of companions.”  Messages to Young People, page 436.

Why should great care be taken in the formation of friendships?  “Let the youth be placed in the most favorable circumstances possible; for the company they keep, the principles they adopt, the habits they form, will settle the question of heir usefulness here and of their future, eternal interests with a certainty that is infallible (incapable of error).”  The Adventist Home, page 466.

I am thankful God has provided for my social needs, for having experienced this, I know He is faithful to fulfill His promises—promises like this one:  “He made provision also for their (His children’s) social needs, for the kindly and helpful associations that do so much to cultivate sympathy and to brighten and sweeten life.”  Education, page 41.  Did you notice what kind of associates He provides?  Were they kind and helpful, or frivolous and selfish?  Even though God provides these kinds of friends, we must co- operate with Him in finding them.

There is one friendship that is the most precious and valuable.  We can all form this friendship, and in every respect its influence is pure.  My Life Today, page 190 says, “Great importance is attached to our associations.  We may form many that are pleasant and helpful, but none are so precious as that by which finite man is brought into connection with the infinite God.  When thus united, the words of Christ abide in us. . . . The result will be a purified heart, a circumspect life, and a faultless character.  But it is only by acquaintance and association with Christ that we can become like Him, the One faultless example.”  In view of this as our goal, let us ask our heavenly Father to make us willing to be made willing to follow His way in our associations.

It is my prayer that after seeing the importance of association, you are inspired to study deeper with me into this timely topic.  Let us co-operate with Jesus as we study the following chapters for a more complete understanding of “God’s Way in Association,” that we may “do that which is right and good in the sight of the Lord. . . .”  Deuteronomy 6:18.
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