God’s Way in Association
Our Parents’ Responsibility in Our Associations
“Gather . . . thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood 
under her wings.” Luke 13:34

C

hildren and youth, do you realize the responsibility that our parents have in our associations? My eyes were opened to this as I read God’s counsel to our parents in the following words, “Fathers and mothers, do you realize the importance of the responsibility resting upon you? Do you realize the necessity of guarding your children . . . ? Do you allow your children to associate with other children without being present to know what kind of education they are receiving? Do not allow them to be alone with other children . . . . Take up your responsibilities and work for time and for eternity. Give them (your children) your special care” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 7, page 66 and Child Guidance, page 114). 

We should be very thankful for the efforts of our parents to give us their special care. When one of my friends would come to visit and play with me, my mother always sought to be where we were in order that she might follow the principle of parents being present when their children are in the society of other children. Sometimes my friend and I chose to play with the little lambs or kittens and turn the hay loft of the barn into our house. We would arrange the bales of hay to make different rooms, sometimes even an upstairs, and invite my mother to come visit our new home. Often she would sit on a bale of hay in our living room and write letters or baby sit the cat or kitten that was getting in the way as we made them a meal. Most of all, I enjoyed it when she read the interesting stories to us from The Great Controversy. Other times my friend and I chose to play “house” in my bedroom. Then my mother would bring her ironing board to my bedroom and iron clothes, or many times she would be our visitor and come for a lunch we had prepared out of play-dough. She would go with us when we took our dolls for a walk up the country road. When we would play with the frogs and tadpoles at my little pond, my mother would bring a blanket to put down on the green grass and sit in the warm sunshine while she read to us and provided us with guidance. These are just a few examples of the joy I have experienced in having the special care of my parents.

Why is it important that we encourage our parents as they seek to fulfill their God-given responsibility? Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 5, page 544 says that “If the parents have correct views of God, of the truth, and of the influences and associations which should surround their children, they will feel their God-given responsibility to firmly guide the inexperienced youth in the right way, knowing that what they sow they will also reap.” So the reason why our parents’ responsibility is so important is because what they sow they will also reap. Did you notice that our parents are not only to rightfully guide us when in childhood, but they are to especially guide us when in youth?
As we think of choosing our associates, we are to trust and yield to the wiser judgment of our God-fearing parents, for His direction to them is, “They should not permit their children to choose their own associates. Teach them that it is your duty to choose for them” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, page 394). “Allow them to associate with no one with whose character you are not well acquainted. Permit them to form no intimacy until you are assured that it will do them no harm. Accustom your children to trust your judgment and experience. Teach them that you have clearer perception of character than they in their inexperience can have, and that your decisions must not be disregarded” (Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, page 120). Let us be like submissive, little lambs as our parents seek to heed this counsel and provide us with safe pasture.
Why is it so important for our parents to choose our associates? With the solemn responsibility of choosing our associates, “Parents should remember that association with those of lax morals and coarseness of character will have a detrimental influence upon the youth  . . . .  They may feel that their children are strong enough to withstand temptation, but how can they be sure of this? It is far easier to yield to evil influences than to resist them” (The Adventist Home, page 467).

The Bible furnishes us with two excellent examples of when the parents chose their child’s associates and when they did not. Abraham was a faithful father and Isaac was a submissive son. Throughout Isaac’s childhood and youth Abraham and Sarah chose the best associates for him. When he reached manhood and was ready for a companion for life, it was still his parents’ duty to make the choice. As a submissive son, Isaac trusted that his parents would choose the best companion for him. But how different is the story of Manoah and his son, Samson. As a child Samson was brought up in the way of the Lord, but the influence of wicked associates led him to break his connection with God. When he reached manhood he did not, like Isaac, submissively allow his parents to choose his companion for life. Instead he thought himself well able to make that decision, and he miserably erred in his choice. You and I have a choice to make. My choice is to follow Isaac’s example of submission. What is your choice?

One of our parents’ most important duties toward us is to guard, shield, keep, and gather us in. Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 9, page 161 says that “As a people we are to exercise great care in guarding our children against depraved associates.”

A special quote that my mother has sought to follow throughout my life is found in Child Guidance, page 460. “Shield them, as faithful mothers should, from becoming contaminated by associating with every young companion. Keep them, as precious jewels, from the corrupting influence of this age. If you are situated so that their intercourse with young associates cannot always be overruled, as you would wish to have it, then let them visit your children in your presence; and in no case allow these associates to lodge in the same bed or even in the same room.” Where should we associate with visiting children? We should be in the presence of our father or mother.

Many of God’s creatures in nature follow the instruction in the proceeding paragraphs. Let us look at a few of them, and how they can teach us. A couple of years ago Jenny, my sheep dog, had six black and white puppies in her doghouse which is on one side of our house. Tyke, our older dog, and the cats were in for some surprises. Jenny, being a very protective mother, would not allow the cats to come anywhere near her doghouse. If they did, she would growl, bark, and chase them off. When Tyke wanted to go to the front yard, she made him walk the long way around the other side of the house. God taught Jenny how to guard and shield her puppies.
Sweet Pea, an all white ewe I raised by bottle, had a cute, little lamb which I named Seth. From the time when Seth was born, she guarded him faithfully. As he grew older, Sweet Pea did not, like many of the other ewes, become easily distracted from her responsibility of caring for her lamb. When it was feeding time, she would even deny her own desires to eat grain with the other ewes. Instead she would stand in the corner keeping Seth close by her side. God taught Sweet Pea how to guard and shield Seth, her precious lamb.
This spring we have especially enjoyed watching a pair of Canadian geese raise one little gosling on a lake made by beaver not far from our home. We were thrilled as, through the binoculars, we first saw the fuzzy, yellow, little gosling not more than a couple days old swimming in-between its parents. As the gosling grew, it became more curious and active. When we would come to the lake, the geese family would always swim to the other side and sit motionless. Little gosling had a hard time sitting still and liked to nibble on grass, oblivious that danger was near. When little gosling was nearly as big as its parents, we watched as father led the way, baby gosling followed, and mother went behind, all in perfect harmony. Do you think we ever saw the little gosling off playing with the little ducklings or separated from its parents? No; the little gosling was always to be found with its parents, and the parents were always on their guard to shield their little gosling. The little gosling acted its part by submissively obeying its parents. What beautiful examples of submission are depicted in nature, and if we are willing to be made willing, God will give us the same submission that He gave to Jenny’s puppies, Seth, and the little gosling.

What object-lesson did God give Israel to teach them the importance of gathering their children into their own homes? What warning is He giving today? In The Ministry of Healing, page 403, we are told that “In all His dealings with Israel, God urged upon them the importance of guarding the associations of their children . . . .  Before the last terrible judgment came upon the Egyptians in the death of the first–born, God commanded His people to gather their children into their own homes.” “It was the work of parents to gather in their children” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 5, page 505). “This experience of the Israelites was written for the instruction of those who should live in the last days . . . .  To parents He sends the warning cry: Gather your children into your own houses; gather them away from those who are disregarding the commandments of God, who are teaching and practicing evil. Get out of the large cities as fast as possible” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 6, page 195). Are we willing to be gathered into our own homes?
A mother hen can teach us many valuable lessons. A few years ago a neighbor asked me to care for her chickens while she was gone for two months. Before she left, I asked if I could let a hen sit on some eggs, and she gave me permission. Not long after she left, a hen started setting and soon there were nine little chicks. When mother hen went outside to look for food, she took her chicks with her. She would often call them close about her and show them how to peck and scratch for seeds and insects. She never left her chicks so she could go off with the other chickens. When one of her chicks strayed too far, she would make a certain call, and it would immediately obey and come running. She would also make this call when she sensed danger was near. Even when a blue jay flew overhead, she would “cluck,” and all her little chicks would come running without a “peep.” They went right under her wings, for there they were safe. Children and youth, we must follow the example of the little chicks, and heed the call of our parents as they seek to obey the Lord’s counsel, “Gather . . . thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings.” Luke 13:34.
As I read the following statement, it gave me an appreciation for the efforts of my parents to guard me from objectionable influences. “Association with evil-minded children is dangerous to the character of children who have been tenderly and carefully reared. Guard your children from every objectionable influence possible; for in childhood they are more ready to receive impressions, either of moral dignity, purity, and loveliness of character, or of selfishness, impurity, and disobedience. Once let them become influenced by the spirit of murmuring, pride, vanity, and impurity, and the taint may be as indelible (not to be blotted out, effaced, canceled, or lost) as life itself” (Signs of the Times, April 16, 1896).
God’s way of preventing this is found in The Youth’s Instructor, July 27, 1893. “Parents make a mistake in rushing their children into society at an early age, fearing that they will

not know anything. . . .”

Here is an example of how my parents redoubled their efforts to guard me as I entered my youth. Ever since I was a baby, always my mother and sometimes my father were involved in my Sabbath division. When I reached the age to go into juniors my parents were not permitted to be the leaders or even be involved. Attempts were being made to separate me from the guardianship of my parents, sincerely thinking that it was time for my parents to relax in their efforts to guard me. But what is God’s counsel to our parents when we are this age? God’s counsel is that our parents are to redouble their efforts to guard us especially when thrown into the society of a large number of youth our own age. So in order to follow God’s counsel, my parents had to remove me from the lower Sabbath School divisions, and I went with them to the adult Sabbath School. It was so beautiful to see how the Lord then gave me an opportunity too share along with my parents in the adult Sabbath School program once a month.
Have you ever questioned whether or not your parents are giving you enough liberty? I have, but my questionings were answered as I read the following words: “Some parents mistake in giving their children too much liberty . . . . It is wrong to allow children, at some expense, to visit at a distance, unaccompanied by their parents or guardians. It has a wrong influence upon the children. . . . Parents, keep your children with you if you can, and watch them with the deepest solicitude. When you let them visit at a distance from you, they feel that they are old enough to take care of and choose for themselves. . . . The more they are permitted to visit, the greater will be their desire to go, and the less attractive will home seem to them. . . . Such unwise movements of parents decide the character of their children” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, pages 401, 402). And “It is character that decides destiny” (Christ’s Object Lessons, page 74).
In the end, what will be the results if our parents have given us too much liberty? “In the judgment such parents will learn that their children have lost heaven because they have not been kept under home restraint” (The Adventist Home, page 468). Does this not give you a desire to be of an encouragement to your parents by cooperating with them as they seek to follow in God’s way of fulfilling their responsibility in your associations?
“Well,” you may ask, “what if my friends want to come and stay at my house over night?” Child Guidance, pages 114, 115 again gives our parents God’s direction of what is best for us. It says, “neighbors may permit their children to come to your house to spend the evening and the night with your children. Here is a trial and a choice for you, to run the risk of offending your neighbors by sending their children to their own home, or gratify them. . . .”
I have seen a good example of the results of giving children and youth too much liberty clearly illustrated in Rachel, a lamb I am raising by bottle. At birth her mother rejected her, so I took the place of her mother. Before she was big enough to run with the other sheep, I would let her be with me when I was outside. She was always at peace in my presence, and she was perfectly happy and content to follow me wherever I went. When she had grown big enough to be outside the entire day, we let her run with all the other sheep. What a marked change came over her! Now she would not follow me nearly as well, and sometimes she would not follow me at all. Even when I was giving her attention, she was discontent and unhappy, and she would “baa” to be with the other lambs. I think you can now see that when we, like little lambs, are given too much liberty with our associates, we become discontent.

Another experience is given us by Mrs. Ellen G. White in the words, “I am a mother; I know whereof I speak, when I say that youth and children are not only safer but happier under wholesome restraint than when following their own inclination” (Fundamentals of Christian Education, pages 62, 63).

As our parents seek to make changes in areas where they may not have been following in God’s way, let us also choose to take hold with them in the reform. God’s instruction to them is, “If you have neglected to teach them line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little, begin at once to do your duty . . . . Let not another day pass without confessing your neglect to your children. Tell them that you mean now to do your God appointed work. Ask them to take hold with you in the reform. Make diligent efforts to redeem the past . . . . Reform the church in your own home” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 7, pages 66, 67).
Has anyone ever said to you, “Your parents are too strict in guarding your associations? You will not know how to socialize with other children. You will have to meet the world sometime, live in it, and learn how to meet its bad influences.” The Lord in His great wisdom has given to our parents the very words to use in meeting this unwise advice, and we, too, can share these principles that uphold our actions. “Keep your children at their home; and if people say to you, ‘Your children will not know how to conduct themselves in the world,’ tell your friends that you are not so concerned about that matter, but that you do want to take them to the Master for His blessing, even as the mothers of old took their children to Jesus. Say to your advisers: ‘Children are the heritage of the Lord, and I want to prove faithful to my trust. The presence of God must be in my household, in order that as a family we shall present to the world evidences of His divine power. My children must be brought up in such a way that they shall not be swayed by the influences of the world, but where, when tempted to sin, they may be able to say a square, hearty no. They must be trained in such a way as to be able to say, ‘I will cling to the promises of God.’ Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have a right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.’ (Revelation 22:14.) Tell your friends and neighbors that you want to see your family inside the gates of the beautiful city.”
How should our parents lead us upward on the path to heaven? “The parents should not concede to the inclinations of their children, but should follow the plain path of duty which God has marked out, restraining them in kindness, denying with firmness and determination, yet with love, their wrong desires, and with earnest, prayerful, persevering effort leading their steps away from the world upward to heaven” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 5, pages 545, 546). Over and over again I have seen how our daily Christian experience is plainly illustrated in backpacking and how it takes earnest, persevering effort to keep our steps bent upward to gain the mountaintop.
Let us take a look at a biblical example which testifies to the results of when no restraint was administered. “Eli might have restrained his wicked sons, but he feared their displeasure. He suffered them to go on in their rebellion, until they became a curse to Israel. Parents are required to restrain their children. The salvation of children depends very much upon the course pursued by the parents” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, page 217). God admonishes our parents to restrain us especially from wrong associates because our salvation depends much upon this.

What is the surest safeguard that our parents can provide to keep us from forming evil associates? “One of the surest safeguards of the young is useful occupation. Children, who are trained to industrious habits, so that all their hours are usefully and pleasantly employed, are in little danger of forming vicious habits or associations” (Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, page 122). As I look at my life, I see that by being kept occupied through useful work, I have been kept from wrong associates and even a desire for them. It seems that I am always the happiest when I have no idle moments. Remember that if we are “. . . industrious, half the danger is over, for idleness leads into all manner of temptation to sin” (Child Guidance, page 189).
Thus it was that the parents of Jesus helped Him avoid corrupting associations and remain pure like a fragrant water lily. “The parents of Jesus were poor, and dependent upon their daily toil. He was familiar with poverty, self-denial, and privation. This experience was a safeguard to Him. In His industrious life there were no idle moments to invite temptation. No aimless hours opened the way for corrupting associations. So far as possible, He closed the door to the tempter” (The Desire of Ages, page 72). And so may we.

Have you ever noticed how much we really follow the example of our parents in our words and actions? Did we discipline our baby dolls like our mothers discipline us? Do we work honestly and perseveringly like our fathers? If so, we can be encouraged by the guidance God has given to our parents that, “The children should be surrounded by the best of influences and associations. Parents, who undertake this work in the fear and love of God, will guard every word, that they may hear nothing that would pain them when their own conversation is repeated by the children” (Counsels on Sabbath School Work, page 51).
Last summer we went on a backpacking trip with some friends who have three children – nine, eight, and five. We hiked 8.1 miles into the foot of the second largest mountain in Oregon. Through God-given endurance, all three of these children carried backpacks the entire way, six miles of it being quite a steady climb. While we were there, we swam in the small lake, went for walks in the woods, the children and I played “house” amid the big boulders, and one afternoon our parents played tag with us on the other side of the lake. As we were driving home, the question was asked, “What was your favorite thing on this trip?” What do you suppose was the first thing mentioned by all of us children? It was our parents playing the simple game of tag with us. “Throw around your children the charms of home and of your society. If you do this, they will not have so much desire for the society of young associates” (Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, page 388).

Besides Jesus and our heavenly Father, who are our best associates? Education, page 251 says, “Happy the father and mother who can teach their children God’s written word with illustrations from the open pages of the book of nature; who can gather under the green trees, in the fresh, pure air, to study the Word and to sing the praise of the Father above. By such associations parents may bind their children to their hearts, and thus to God, by ties that can never be broken.”
One way my parents have spent time with me in nature is through backpacking in the summer and cross-country skiing in the winter. It has encouraged me that my mother is willing to forfeit a few jars of raspberries on the pantry shelf, and my father is willing to take time off from work or the project he wants to complete, so we can go out into the quietude of nature and learn from God’s created works the lessons most needed as a family without any distractions. As we saw the meadows sweet with the perfume of lupine, pink, and white heather, and Indian paintbrush, I thought of how these wanderers from the Garden of Eden were spared that we might constantly keep in mind the beauty of our heavenly home and perfect characters of the same beauty and fragrance. As we saw the little fir and pine trees laden down with a foot or more of snow, they looked like they were praying, praying for strength and grace to stay humble and meek under trial and persecution. But, oh, how beautiful they appeared! How grateful I am that my parents have taken this precious time to spend with me!

As our parents seek to choose our associates, to guard, to shield, to restrain, to be a right example, and our best earthly associates, let us yield to our heavenly Father’s will of submission to our parents as Jesus did when He was a child and youth, like you and I. As we strive to do this, let us ever keep in mind our Saviour’s promise to us in the beautiful words, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” for “My grace is sufficient for thee.” Philippians 4:13 and 2 Corinthians 12:9.
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