April 29, 2005

Dear Conference President,

It is with pleasure I write this note of appreciation to the leadership of the Ohio Conference.  Caroline Lesko invited Lisa Panasuk for a seminar on Child Evangelism and sent adds to the churches of Ohio.  This is how we heard about this opportunity.  My wife is teaching the Primary class at Hillsboro church and was very excited about this seminar.  We were able to make arrangements to attend the seminar and gain the blessing from Lisa’s experience and instruction.  What made this so wonderfully refreshing was the proven ideas from her own experience in evangelistic outreach programs she has been involved with or has lead.  The foundation of her principles have clearly come from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.  I’ve read many of the things she presented and hadn’t understood how the concepts were to be applied.  Lisa was able to show the principle and its application so the listener was convinced of its truth and success as packaged together in one impressive demonstration.  Five key points came distinctly through in her teaching.  

1)  Students are to be impressed with what the Bible says on a subject, not what we say.  This was shown by example in answering questions and referring to the Bible during application story example that clearly demonstrated its truthfulness.

2)  Organization and understanding how to connect with the students is vital to success.  This was presented in a practice session.  The opening statements and thoughtfully selected questions asked both reinforce the point of teaching and create a sense of understanding and connection with the teacher.

3)  Life application from your experience of the truthfulness of God’s word absolutely convinces the listener of Biblical value.  The evangelist must be in tune with the needs of the listener, whether perceived or not.  The sound of this statement may be shocking but is absolutely true.  A sinner must experience a change of behavior to be authentic in their profession as a Christian.  If we don’t have a change of behavior, we testify that we don’t know Christ.  The evangelist is able to identify the characteristics of Christian behavior and be able to direct the sinner to Christ by Biblical teaching and life application example.  This convinces the sinner of their problem and the sure power of Christ to transform us from sinners to saints.

4)  Love is the true motivator for obedience.  As the teacher and evangelist present God’s word, they show God’s teaching and how disobedience brings pain to God, others, and yourself.  This powerful approach is the strongest argument for the sinner to surrender their heart to God and allow Him to change their lives.

5)  Our success in evangelism will dramatically increase by focussing on children.  Sadly enough, we have proven in Ohio that we aren’t even keeping our children.  This is noted by the loss of membership from 12,000 to 11,000 in the past 20 or so years.  If we just kept our own children, we would have grown.  By experience, Lisa showed that children are more effective in reaching their peers and their parents than we are with our best outreach seminars.  When the child comes home and tells its parent that they love Sabbath School, the parent sees a change of behavior in obedience and love, and the child shares the Biblical reasons for their new found beliefs, the parent is convinced, and drawn in love to support the child in its desire to follow Jesus.  This places the parent in our church with an open mind and heart to be taught the Biblical way to salvation in Christ.

If we adopt these teachings and methods, the Ohio Conference will literally explode with an influx of new souls.  We will find it difficult to manage the continual growth.

Thank you so much for this wonderful weekend.  Please let me know if you have any more wonderful seminars like this one in the future.

Sincerely,

D. H.
